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Synopsis

African American Muslims and South Asian Muslim immigrants are two of the largest ethnic Muslim
groups in the U.S. Yet there are few sites in which African Americans and South Asian immigrants
come together, and South Asians are often held up as a A¢a —-A“model minorityA¢a -A- against
African Americans. However, the American ummah, or American Muslim community, stands as a
unique site for interethnic solidarity in a time of increased tensions between native-born Americans
and immigrants.This ethnographic study of African American and South Asian immigrant Muslims in
Chicago and Atlanta explores how Islamic ideals of racial harmony and equality create hopeful
possibilities in an American society that remains challenged by race and class inequalities. The
volume focuses on women who, due to gender inequalities, are sometimes more likely to move
outside of their ethnic Muslim spaces and interact with other Muslim ethnic groups in search of
gender justice.American Muslim Women explores the relationships and sometimes alliances
between African Americans and South Asian immigrants, drawing on interviews with a diverse
group of women from these two communities. Karim investigates what it means to negotiate
religious sisterhood against America’s race and class hierarchies, and how those in the American
Muslim community both construct and cross ethnic boundaries.American Muslim Women reveals
the ways in which multiple forms of identity frame the American Muslim experience, in some

moments reinforcing ethnic boundaries, and at other times, resisting them.
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Customer Reviews



A¢a -A-KarimAg¢a -4,¢s sensitive ethnographic work and well-written analysis provide engaging
insights into the lives of contemporary American Muslim women. . . . [and] flow beautifully to its
thoughtful conclusion.A¢a —A«-Karen Isaksen Leonard,author of Muslims in the United States: The
State of ResearchA¢a -A“Jamillah KarimA¢a —4,¢s new book, American Muslim Women, is an
insightful, well-written examination of the space where religion and race intersect in America.
Implementing adept ethnographic skills to conduct interviews in two cities across the tangible ethnic
boundaries between Sout hAsian and African American Muslims, Karim provides insight into the
complexities and tensions within the Muslim ummah, or community.A¢a -As -Journal Of Middle
East WomenAg¢a -4,¢s StudiesA¢a —-A“American Muslim Women: Negotiating Race, Class, and
Gender within the Ummah by Spelman College Professor of Religious Studies Jamillah Karim is a
welcome departure from the usual portrayals of Muslim women in the U.S. as victims of their

religion.A¢a —A«-Color Lines

Jamillah KarimA A is an international lecturer in race, gender, and Islam in America. She was
formerly Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Spelman College.A A She is the author

ofA A American Muslim Women: Negotiating Race, Class, and Gender within the Ummah.

Though this book gives an interesting and well thought out account of Muslim women’s experience,
the author makes the argument that the group of Muslim women she identifies with is more
inclusive, welcoming, and follows Islamic beliefs better than other Muslim women. While it is a
well-written book, the obvious bias makes it limited in its ability to discuss the intricacies of Muslim

interactions within group.

This was too much like a bunch of journal entries. It would have made a fine article, but there wasn'’t

enough cntent for a whole book.

| picked up the book as | was interested in the topic from personal experiences and from my
educational background. The book makes me wish | took a class on the topic during my
undergraduate years on continued studying religious studies in grad school. Definitely more study in
the subject area needs to be explored and this book is an excellent start to opening up the
conversation, and this book contributes immensely to it. Actually it is will be a cornerstone in the

field.



A thoughtful, well-written investigation into race, class and gender within our American Muslim
Communities. Every American Muslim should read this book - both female AND male - as well as

every person who identifies as a feminist.

Excellent explanation and analysis--puts names to many of the isms facing the American Ummabh. |
always enjoy meeting fellow American sisters in text and Karim does a wonderful job at revealing

the intricacies of her subjects’ lives. She has produced an enjoyable as well as educational text.

If you want to understand the complexities of the Muslim community, there is no better place to start
than with this book. Ms. Karim did a wonderful job of capturing the nuances of race, class and

gender in the Muslim community.
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